





UNLOADING

TO CLOSE THE BOLT FROM A LATCHE
THE RIFLE EMPTY: With the knife edge c
operating rcd handle, force the handle bac
thumb depress the follower. Let the bolt m
overriding the follower, then liit your thumb
right hand forward, restraining the operati
bolt gently.

Be gentle when closing the bolt on an empty chamber. In normal oper-
ation the brass cartridge case acts to slow and cushion the impact of
the steel parts. When the chamber is empty, restraining the operating
rod handle and easing the bolt closed will avoid unnecessary battering.
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" FIRING THE RIFLE

ty “ON” and your finger outside the trigger guart
ted at the target and you are ready to shoot.

oting position, put the butt to your shoulder, poir
target and push the safety “OFF”. Take aim an
“for each shot. When the last shot has been firec
itomatically, and the bolt will remain latched open.

to fire when the trigger is pressed, keep the muzzi

et/ Do not assume that because the rifle did nc

is therefore safe to handle. The rifle may be in a
unstable condition and should be presumed capable of firing unexpec
edly until the chamber is unloaded. Follow the procedures described i
“Stoppages” (pages 18-20) before turning away from the target.

CAUTION: If your rifle develops any unusual behavior, malfunction ¢
binding, or starts spitting powder gas, or a cartridge primer is puncturec
or a cartridge case is bulged or ruptured, or something does not sound ¢
feel quite right, cease fire immediately! Unload the rifle. Check for a bor
obstruction. Do not “try one more shot to see if it does it again” (It prot
ably will, but worse; it is amazing how often serious accidents are pre
ceded by warning signs that are ignored). Take the firearm and th
ammunition to a gunsmith.



1. If you take the safety “OFF” to fire but do not fire immediately,
put the safety back “ON”. Do not put the loaded rifle down or carry
it anywhere without first putting the safety “ON”. An accidental firing
could easily result from any unintended contact with the trigger.

2. Do not place your fingers over the receiver opening or where
they can be struck by the normal reciprocating movement of the
operating rod handle. Make certain there is a clear, unobstructed
path for safe ejection of fired cases. Do not allow bystanders where
they might be struck. The cases are hot and may be ejected with suf-
ficient force to cause a burn or cut, or gouge an unprotected eye.

3. A“slam-fire” can occur when the bolt cycles after a shot is inten-
tionally fired. This is perceived by the shooter as “doubling” or burst
firing (discharging two or more shots from one press of the trigger).
The usual cause is faulty trigger/sear/hammer engagement or
ammunition problems. When firing the rifle always maintain a firm,
controlling grip to prevent the muzzle from “climbing” or twisting
away from the target if this should occur.

4. Using ammunition with soft commercial primers increases the
risk of a slam-fire, especially when combined with inadequately
resized or improperly assembled reloads, excessive wear, out-of-
specification parts or heavy chamber fouling. Particularly dangerous
are “high” or not fully seated primers (or the erroneous use of large
pistol primers). Periodically check your ammunition by ejecting an
unfired cartridge from the chamber. Examine the primer for exces-
sive dimpling from the firing pin. Be aware that any condition or
alteration that reduces cartridge headspace also reduces firing
pin/primer clearance and can increase dimpling. A very light dimple
is normal; if in doubt take both rifle and ammunition to a gunsmith.

5. The bolt must be fully locked to safely contain firing pressure.
Incorrectly dimensioned reloads that will not permit the bolt to rotate
to its fully locked position without resistance can cause an explosion
in the event of a slam-fire. Check reloaded cartridges with a com-
mercially-available gauge to ensure they will chamber freely.
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