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CAUTION: USE ONLY CLEAN, DRY, ORIGINAL HIGH QUALITY COM-
MERCIALLY MANUFACTURED AMMUNITION IN GOOD CONDITION
which is appropriate to the caliber of your firearm. We do not
recommend the use of remanufactured or hand [oaded ammunition
because It may severely damage your rifle.
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SECTION 1 PRECAUTIONS

READ AND UNDERSTAND ALL THE FOLLOWING PRECAUTIONS
BEFORE REMOVING THIS FIREARM FROM ITS PACKAGE.

This Colt product is classlified by the Alcoho!l, Tobacco and Firearms
Division of the Internal Revenue Service, U.S. Treasury Department,
as a firearm or dangerous weapon; it is, therefore, potentially lethat!

= =

WARNING:FESTHIS sFIREARMEISECAREL ESSLIYROR-IMPROPERLY
. o

UNINTENTIONALEDISCHARGE"COULDSRESU

SOUED:CAUSEINIURY; DEATH ORIDAMAGE TORROPERTY. "

e AL TR

CAUTION: CAREFULLY READ THIS INSTRUCTION MANUAL WHICH
GIVES BASIC ADVICE ON THE PROPER HANDLING AND FUNCTION-
ING OF THIS COLT FIREARM PRIOR TO LOADING AND FIRING.
However, your safety and the safety of others (including your family}
depends on your mature compliance with that advice, and your
adoption, development and constant employment of safe practices.
If unfamlillar with firearms, seek further advice through safe handling
courses run by your local gun clubs, NRA approved instructor, or
similar qualilfied organizations.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU @



NOTICE

Colt shall not be responsible for injury, death, or damage to property
resulting from either intentional or accidental discharge of this firearm, or
from its function when used for purposes or subjected to treatment for
which it was not designed. Colt will not honor claims involving this firearm
which result from careless or improper handling, unauthorized adjustment
or parts replacement, corrosion, neglect, or the use of wrong caliber
ammunition, or the use of ammunition other than original high quality
commercially manufactured ammunition in good condition, or any
combination thereof. Colt will not honor claims involving this firearm for
any reason or cause when such claims are made by the second or
subsequent owner.

IMPORTANT

Before it left the factory this firearm was tested, carefully inspected, and
packaged. Colt cannot control product handling after it leaves the factory;
therefore, please examine this firearm carefully at the time of purchase fo
insure that it is unloaded and undamaged. The dealer will be pleased to
assist you in making this examination and endeavor to answer your
further questions,

This instruclion manual should always accompany this firearm. When you lend,
give or sell this firearm, be sure this manual goes with it.

@ SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU
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SECTION 2 MAIN FEATURES

The Coit Sporter rifle is a lightweight, semiautomatic sporting arm with a
fully adjustable rear sight. Its magazine capacity is limited to 5 rounds to
comply with the hunting laws of most states. While this manual applies to
all models, additional special instructions are included with those whose
functional features differ. Colt Sporter Rifle models are described below:

Sporter Type Barral

and Callber Action Yelght Length Sights

Sportar Competilion Gas opaeratad a.51b 20in Waaver type rail lor aptical

HBAR 223 Ram closaed bal slght mounting. Detachable
{locked) carrylng handla with fully

adjustable rear sight

Sporer Match Gas operatad BOIb 201in Fully adjustable rear,

HBAR 223 Aem closed boll Zerging adjustment fronl
{locked)

Sporter Target Gas oparated 7510 20in Fully adjusleble raar, Zero

Model Riile closad bolf Adjuslmsnt franl

223 Ram {locked)

Sporier Lightwelght Gas operaled 671b 16in Fully adjustable raar.

Rilla 223 Rem |[ch)sch:l ball Zgraing adjustment frant,
lacked)

Sporter Lighlweight (Gas oparatad 730 16 in Fully adjusiabie rear.

Atle 7.62x29* closad bolt Zoroing adjusiment lront,
{lacked)

Sporer Lightwalght Blowback, 711b 16 1In Fully adjustable rear,

Rifla Smm™ closed bolt Zeraing adjustment front.

" Addilional instruclions shipped with producl.
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SECTION 3 SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS

We wanl you to enjoy shooting your Colt Sporter, but we want you to
enjoy it safely. You may be an experienced sale shooter already famitiar
with the procedures in this instruction manual, or you may never have
handled a gun before. Either way we urge you to read this entire
instruction manual carefuliy. You must follow the satety
Instructions for your safety and the safety of others,

WARNING Whenryou squeeze«the t_,gg eiw otimi

torflfe, dndyolrmusttake’ fullrgspons[blllt forflrin
avoid® accldental"dlscharg AT il h""eb

"m]ury and:deathi: B :
WARNING: THIS: FIREAFIM MAL DISCHAFIGE ACCIDEN RLLY WHEN
THE) CHAEL;\B‘ER ARHITHISE ’DROPPED ‘OR
3 E 0 ! Tl

A ROUND IS aFED»INTO:;.-,

“"or ‘any: ol the
'trict adherence
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CAUTIONS:

| GENERAL HANDLING CAUTIONS |

1. ALWAYS HANDLE YOUR FIREARM AS IF iT WERE LOADED so that
you never fire it accldentally when you think it is unloaded.

2. NEVER POINT YOUR FIREARM AT ANYTHING YOU DO NOT INTEND
TO SHOOT so that if It fires accldentaliy, Injury, death, or damage to
property will be prevented.

3. NEVERTAKE ANYONE'S WORD THAT A GUN IS UNLOADED; check
for yourself with fingers off the trigger and gun pointed In a safe
direction, so that you never fire the gun accldentaliy when you think
It is unloaded.

4. ALWAYS MAKE SURE YOUR FIREARM IS NOT LOADED AND BOLT
IS LATCHED OPEN BEFORE LAYING IT DOWN, OR HANDING IT TO
ANOTHER PERSON, so that it cannot be fired when It is unsate to do
$0. But do not let anyone stick their fingers in the ejectlon port.

5. ALWAYS KEEP AND CARRY YOUR FIREARM EMPTY, WITH THE
HAMMER FORWARD except when you Intend to shoot, so that your
firearm cannot be fired when you do not mean to flre it.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU




6. ALWAYS BE AWARE OF POSSIBLE RISK FROM DROPPING YOUR
FIREARM. Some parts of the mechanism could be damaged. You may
not see the damage, but if it is severe, the flrearm may discharge and
cause injury, death, or damage to property. If your firearm has been
dropped, have it examined by a competent gunsmith before using It
agaln.

7. NEVER LEAVE A FIREARM COCKED READY TO FIRE as this
condltlon is extremely dangerous, and firearm could easily be accid-
entally dlscharged, causing injury, death, or damage to property.

8. NEVER LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM UNATTENDED. Someone,
especially a chlld, may fire it and cause Injury, death, or damage to

property.

9. ALWAYS INSTRUCT CHILDREN AND OTHERS IN YOUR HOUSE-
HOLD TO RESPECT FIREARMS. If you teach your children to shoot,
teach them or get them tralned by a quallfied instructor to treat and
use the flrearm properly, and always supervise them closely. Always
stress safety so that your chlldren will not flre the firearm when It
Is unsafe to do so.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU @



| RANGE CAUTIONS |

10. ALWAYS BE SURE YOUR BACKSTOP IS ADEQUATE to stop and
contain bullets before beginning target practice so that you do not
hit anything outside the range shooting area.

11. ALWAYS PUT A KNOWLEDGEABLE AND RESPONSIBLE PERSON
IN CHARGE TO MAINTAIN SAFETY CONTROL WHEN A GROUP IS
FIRING ON A RANGE. Obey his commands so that discipline is
maintained to reduce the llkelihood of accldents.

12. ALWAYS CARRY YOUR FIREARM EMPTY WITH BOLT LATCHED
OPEN WHILE ON A RANGE untll preparing to fire. Keep it pointed
towards the backstop when loading, firlng and unloading, to eliminate
the risk of Injury, death, or damage to property from premature
discharge.

| LOADING CAUTIONS

13. ALWAYS BE SURE BARREL BORE, CHAMBER AND ACTION ARE
CLEAN AND CLEAR OF OBSTRUCTIONS. Clean awet or fouled flrearm
immedlately so that It will function correctly and safely.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU




14, ALWAYS USE ONLY CLEAN, DRY, ORIGINAL HIGH QUALITY
COMMERCIALLY MANUFACTURED AMMUNITION IN GOOD CONDI-
TION WHICH IS APPROPRIATE TO THE CALIBER OF YOUR FIREARM.
(See inslde front cover.) Gun and ammunltion manufacturers design
their products within exacting engineering safety limits. Handloads
and remanufactured ammunition are sometimes outside those limits
and can be so unsafe as to blow up the chamber, damage the receiver
and magazine, and cause injury, death, or damage to property with
costly repairs to your rifle.

15. ALWAYS CHECK THAT AMMUNITION IS CLEAN AND UNDAM-
AGED BEFORE USING THE FORWARD ASSIST. Forclng damaged
ammunltion into the chamber could damage your rifle and could
result in injury, death or damage to property.

SHOOTING CAUTIONS |

16. NEVER DRINK ALCOHOCLIC BEVERAGES OR TAKE DRUGS BE-
FORE OR DURING SHOOTING, as your vision and judgment could be
serlousty Impalred making your gun handling unsafe.

17. ALWAYS SEEK A DOCTOR'S ADVICE IF YOU ARE TAKING MED-
ICATION, to be sure you are fit to shoot and handle your flrearm safely.
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18. ALWAYS WEAR AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO WEAR EAR PRO-
TECTION WHEN SHOOTING, especially on a range. Without ear
protection, the nolse from your firearm and other guns close to you,
could leave a "ringlng” in the ears for some time after firing, while
the cumulative long term effect could be permanent hearing loss.

19. ALWAYS WEAR AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO WEAR PROTEC-
TIVE SHOOTING GLASSES. Flying particles could damage eyes and
cause blindness; but protective shooting glasses should prevent
such injury.

20. ALWAYS KEEP SELECTOR LEVER SET TO ''SAFE"” WHEN FIRE-
ARM IS LOADED AND COCKED untii you are aiming at a target and
intend to fire. This will minimize risk of an accidental discharge.

21. ALWAYS KEEP CLEAR AND KEEP OTHERS CLEAR OF THE
EJECTION PORT. Spent cartridges are ejected with enough force to
cause injury, and the ejection port must be unobstructed by your
hand to insure safe ejection of live rounds. Never place fingers In
election port; they could be burned by hot metal or injured by the bolt
moving forward,

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU



22. NEVER SQUEEZE THE TRIGGER OR PUT YOUR FINGER IN THE
TRIGGER GUARD UNTIL YOU ARE AIMING AT A TARGET AND READY
TO SHOOT. This will prevent you from flring the flrearm when it is
polinting in an unsafe direction,

23. ALWAYS BE ABSOLUTELY SURE OF YOUR TARGET AND THE
AREA BEHIND IT BEFORE YOU SQUEEZE THE TRIGGER. A builet
could travel through or past your target up to 3 mlles. .. If In doubt,
don’t shoot.

24. NEVER ATTEMPT TO FIRE IF WATER IS IN THE BARREL. Water
can accumulate If your firearm is exposed to heavy rain or fog. Open
the bolt and allow water to drain before firing. Clean a wet firearm
as soon as possible.

25. NEVER SHOOT AT A HARD SURFACE SUCH AS ROCK, OR A
LIQUID SURFACE SUCH AS WATER. A bullet may ricochet and travel
In any directlon to strike you, or an object you cannot see, causing
injury, death, or damage to property.

26. NEVER DISCHARGE A FIREARM NEAR FLAMMABLE MATERIAL.
Flame and sparks erupt from the firearm when discharged. They could
start a fire or cause flammable liqulds and gasses to explode.

27. NEVER FIRE YOUR FIREARM NEAR AN ANIMAL unless it is tralned
SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU @



to accept the noise; an animai's startled reaction could injure It or cause
an accident.

28. NEVER INDULGE IN "HORSEPLAY" WHILE HOLDING YOUR FIRE-
ARM as It may be accidentally discharged.,

29. NEVER WALK, CLIMB OR FOLLOW A COMPANION WITH YOUR
FIREARM COCKED READY TO FIRE (IN BATTERY) to eliminate risk of
accldental discharge. When hunting, hold your firearm so that you can
always control the directlon of the muzzle and keep selector lever set
to “safe.”

| MALFUNCTION CAUTIONS |

30. FAILURE TO FIRE: ALWAYS HOLD THE FIREARM, KEEPING IT
POINTED TOWARDS THE TARGET OR A SAFE OPEN AREA AND WAIT
30 SECONDS WHEN IT FAILS TO FIRE. If a hangfire (slow Ignitlon) has
occurred, round will fire within 30 seconds. If round does not fire, open
cylinder, elect round and examine primer; if firing pin indent on primer
is light, off center, or non existent, have firearm examined by a competent
gunsmith before firing again. If firing pin indent on primer appears normal
(in comparlson with similar previously fired rounds), assume faulty
ammunltion; segregate misfired round from other live ammunition and
empty cases, reload and carry on firing.

@ SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU




NOTE 1: It is normal for a light firing pin indent to appear on the primer of
cartridges which have been fed into the chamber of the Sporter but not
fired.

NOTE 2: Dispose of misfired rounds in accordance with ammunition
manufacturer’s instructions.

30. NEVER USE YOUR FIREARM IF IT FAILS TO FUNCTION PROP-
ERLY, AND NEVER FORCE A JAMMED ACTION, as a round may
explode causing serlous injury, possible death, or severe damage to
your flrearm.

| CLEANING AND STORAGE CAUTIONS |

31. ALWAYS MAKE SURE YOUR FIREARM IS NOT LOADED BEFORE
CLEANING AND STORING so that It cannot be fired when it is unsafe
to do so.

32. ALWAYS KEEP AND STORE YOUR FIREARM AND AMMUNITION
IN SEPARATE LOCKED RECEPTACLES QUT OF REACH AND SIGHT
OF CHILDREN AND UNTRAINED PEOPLE, to minimize the risk of
firearm and ammunitlon being easily avallable for loading and firing.
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GUN ABUSE CAUTION |

33. NEVER ABUSE YOUR FIREARM by using It for any purpose other
than shooting.

34. NEVER DRY FIRE WHEN THE RECEIVERS ARE OPEN as the level
of safety could be reduced.

95. NEVER ALTER PARTS as the level of safety could be reduced.

NOTE: Please note that we have chosen to use the word “SQUEEZE" in
this instruction manual instead of “PULL" or "PRESS" when trigger
movement is described; this is simply to remind you of the need for a
gentle squeezing action to achieve accuracy.

"SAFETY FEATURES

Selector Lever

A selector lever, located on the left of the lower receiver, has two
positions, "FIRE" and "SAFE.” When set to “FIRE,” the firearm will fire a
single shot each time the trigger is squeezed. When set to “SAFE," a cam
bears upon the rear portion of the trigger, blocking the sear surface of the
trigger and preventing the hammer from being released.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU




Bolt Locking Safety Feature

Sporter rifles can fire only when the bolt is fully locked to the barrel and
the firing pin is free to move forward. The firing pin is prevented from
reaching the cartridge by the bolt carrier. Only when the bolt carrier
moves forward over the bolt, rotating it to the fully locked position, can the
firing pin move forward enough to fire the rifle. This design feature insures
that the Sporter rifle will not fire out of battery: i.e. before cartridge is fully
chambered and bolt is fully rotated {locked) to the barrel.

Even with the bolt locked, if you do not use the proper ammunition, your
rifle could blow up or blow down through the magazine. See inside front
cover and elsewhere in the manual where we stress that you can use
only clean, dry, original high quality commercially manufactured
ammunition in good condition. Keep the bore of the barrel ¢clear too.

Disconnect

The disconnect which is part of the firing mechanism prevents the firearm
from firing in the full automatic mode. As the hammer is cocked after each
shot by the rearward movement of bolt carrier, the disconnect engages
the hammer to hold it rearward until trigger is released. When trigger is
released, retention of hammer passes from disconnect to sear surface of
lrigger ready for next shot.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU @



Fall Safe Firing Mechanism

In case of any failure of the firing mechanism, the top of the hammer and
underside of the carrier are machined in such a way that if the hammer
was not held rearward by the disconnect or trigger sear surface, the
hammer would ride under the carrier and drop into engagement with the
back of the firing pin to stop the rifle from firing.

Separation of Upper and Lower Recelvers

In the event of functional problems, the lower receiver can be separated
from the upper by pivoting it downwards after pushing out the take down
pin. This provides access to the mechanism and separates the firing
mechanism from other components so that the cocked hammer could not
strike the firing pin. See CAUTION No. 29 before attempting to open the
firsarm this way and stay well clear of both ends when you do open it.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU



SECTION 4 FUNCTION

Colt Sporters have a semi-automatic action. With action cocked, chamber
loaded and selector lever set to “FIRE,” the trigger is squeezed. The
trigger rotates, disengaging trigger sear surface from the hammer. The
hammer spring drives hammer forward to strike firing pin, which in turn
strikes the primer in base of cartridgs, igniting primer composition which
ignites the main powder charge,

High pressure gasses push the bullet down the barrel where rifling
grooves impart stabilizing spin to the bullet. On gas operated models as a
bullet passes the gas port {a small hole in barrel below front sight) gas is
tapped off, flows through the gas tube, into bolt carrier chamber driving
the bolt carrier rearward. As the bolt carrier moves to the rear the firing
pin is withdrawn into the bolt, while the cam track in the bolt carrier acts
upon the bolt cam pin, causing the bolt to rotate until its locking lugs are
no longer in engagement with the lugs of the barrel extension.

The bolt is now unlocked and is carried rearward by the bolt carrier. The
extractor extracts the spent case and holds it against face of bolt until
ejector throws spent case through ejection port.

The bolt and carrier continue rearward, compressing the action spring
and returning hammer to cocked position, until buffer assembly strikes
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bottorn of the receiver extension and stops. The action spring then forces
the bolt and carrier forward so that the face of the bolt strips the next
round of ammunition from the magazine and thrusts it into the chamber.
Simultaneously the extractor snaps into groove of cartridge case and bolt
of Sporter locks into barrel.

The hammer is now held rearward by the disconnect. When trigger is
released, the disconnect is rotated back releasing the hammer. However,
before the disconnect hook actually releases the hammer, the trigger sear
surface has rotated in front of the hammer notch so that hammer is held
on trigger sear surface ready for another shot.

THIS IS A SEMI-AUTOMATIC FIREARM AND IS IMMEDIATELY
LOADED AND READY TO FIRE AGAIN AFTER EACH SHOT UNTIL
MAGAZINE IS EMPTY.

AMMUNITION SELECTION

Colt firearms are designed to function with a variety of brands and types
of factory-manufactured ammunition in the appropriate caliber: but not
all ammunition produces the same results. Colt recommends that after
you read and understand this manual, you go to the range and fire
different ammunition which is appropriate to the caliber of your firearm as
recommended on the inside front cover, Once you find the ammunition
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which functions best, keep using it when you most need it, especially
when cutting-edge reliability and accuracy are vital to you. To protect
you from danger and your rifle frorn damage, Colt does not recommend
the use of handloads or remanufactured ammunition.

Your rifle has a mechanical sighting system which allows you to adjust
for variations in range and windage. If your rifle has a removable handle
it also has a Weaver style rail upon which mounting rings and a
telescope sight can be installed.

FRONT SIGHT. The mechanical sights consist of a front sight and a fully
adjustable rear sight. The ront sight post can be adjusted up or down
when it is necessary to zero your sights and establish

the point of bullet impact; the point of zeroing is to

confirm that your bullets strike the target where you

expect them to strike. When you follow the zeroing 7

procedure later in this manual it will describe how /\ AN

to adjust the sights while firing at a 25m target so “ AN

that the rifle is effectively zeroed at 300m. Of i
course you can zero your rifle at any range you like.

After zeroing your rifle the front sight post should CIGURE 2

not be moved again. FRONT SIGHT
SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU



REAR SIGHT {RANGE). Use your rear sight 1o set different ranges by
turning the elevation knob under the sight to raise it or lower it. The rear
sight has two apertures; use the one with the larger hole for short ranges
from 0 to 200m. Use the small aperture for longer ranges. When using
the large aperture make sure the flat surface of the elevation knob is on
the left side of the rifle and the sight is at its low 300m setting, with the
line on the flat of the knob lined up with the line on the receiver of the rifle.
Depending on the type of rifle you are using this _
selting will show 8/3, 6/3 or blank. When the carrying
handle is built into the upper receiver, 8/3 will be set
with the sight down to its lowest setting for 300m, but
remember 8/3 will also be set with the sight screwed

up to its high setting for 800m. The sight on the
removable carrying handle is marked 6/3 and is used
the same way for 300m and 600m ranges. Sights
provided with rifies in 7.62X39mm caliber are unmarked.
To fire at ranges greater than 200m flip to the aperture
with the small hole and turn the elevation knob to raise
or lower the rear sight. You raise it for longer ranges

and lower it for shorter. Align the mark on the

elevation knob with the line on the receiver for the

: : : FIGURE 3 —
range you want; 300; 400; 500m etc. FIGURE S .
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PEEP SiGHT SET
FOR LONG RANGE 300-800m
WITH SMALL APEATURE UP ] =

WINDAGE KNOB
FIGURE 4 — REAR SIGHT

REAR SIGHT (WINDAGE). When you flip the large aperture back to
bring the small aperture into use a line on the top of the large aperture
lines up with the calibration lines on the back of the sight. These are
used to adjust the sight for windage. A windage knob on the right side of
the sight can be turned to move the rear sight to the right or the left. The
calibration lines help you control windage adjustments during firing and
allow you to return the sight to the zero position again when you have
finished firing.

Deftection Angles. Elevation has a finer adjustment on sights in the
removable handle than it does in sights on the built-in carrying handle.
Windage adjustment is not different.

Deflection is the same for 223Rem and 7.62X39mm,
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Distance between front and rear sight also affects sighting. The following
table shows deflection in minutes of angle for both elevation and windage.

ONE CLICK ADJUSTMENT OF REAR SIGHTS IN MINUTES OF ANGLE

BARREL LEHGTHS BARREL LENGTHS
ONE CLICK WITH SIGHT ON WITH SIGHT ON
ADJUSTMENT STANDARD HANDLE REMOVABLE HANDLE
20 in, 16 In. 20 in. 16 In.
Windage 0.50° D.65" 0,50 0.85'
Elevation 1.00° 1.43' 0.53 0.65°

Note: As a useful guide, 1 minute of angle is approximately equivalent to a deflection of
1 inch at 100 yards.

To calculate the point of bullet impact for any known change in sight setting use the
{oilowing formula:

Where;

R=Range................. distance from rifle to target in meters or yards

A = Angle of deflection ...... see table above {Nole: 1 degree = 60 minutes)

TAN = Tangent............. see your calculator

Far R in meters: or For R in yards:

Tan (A/60) X 100R = deflection in Tan [A/60Q) X 36R = deflaction in

cm on target. inches on target.
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| Zerolng Sights |

If you have mounted a telescope sight follow the zeroing instructions
provided with the sight. To zero your mechanical sights here is the
procedure to follow:

1. The front sight post and rear sight windage knob are adjusted so you
can hit your point of aim at 300 meters.

2. The smalt aperture must be in the up position.

3. Set the rear sight so that the 300m mark is aligned with the mark on
the left side of the receiver. Sights with removable carrying handle with
"Z" setting setto "'Z”,

4. During zeroing, only the front sight post and rear sight windage knob
are adjusted to move the point of bullet impact on the target.

5. If you are zeroing on a 25-meter range, adjust the rear sight elevation
knob one click up from the 300m mark and leave it that way while
zeroing. Leave sights with “Z" setting set to 2"

6. See "Tips on Aiming" {(page 26} in the manual. Decide the sight
picture you want to use and stick with it while zeroing your rifle.

7. Garefully aim at the target, take your time and fire 10 rounds.
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8. If your shot group is not centered on the target in elevation, measure
the distance up or down from the center of the target. Adjust the FRONT
sight post by depressing the sight plunger and turning the sight post the
number of clicks you calculate from the following chart:

Change in point of impact on target at 25m.

20 in. Barre! 16 in. Barrel
1click =0.8¢m 1.2cm
2 clicks = 1.8 cm 2.3¢cm
Jclicks = 2.7 cm 3.5¢em
4 ¢licks = 3.5¢m 4.7cm

To move next shot group up turn front sight post clockwise.
To move it down turn front sight post counterclockwise.

9. If your shot group is not centered on the target irom side to side,
measure the distance from the center of the target to an imaginary line
running vertically through the center of the shot group. Adjust the
windage setting by turning the windage knob the number of clicks you
calculate from the following chart:

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU



Change in point of impact on target at 25m.

20 in. Barrel 16 in, Barre!
Telick =03 cm 0.5¢cm
2 clicks = 0.6 ¢cm 0.9¢cm
3 clicks =0.9cm 1.4 cm
4 clicks = 1.2 em 1.9 em

To move your next shot group to the right turn windage knob
clockwlse.
To move it to the left turn windage knob counterclockwise.

10. Repeat firing groups of 10 rounds and adjusting the sights as
described above until you are satisfied that the group is where you want
it on the target. Your sights are now zeroed.
11. Make a careful note of your windage setting and leave it set that
way. If you were firing on a 25m range set elevation knob down to the
300m mark.
12. Select the aperture size for the range at which you are most likely to
be firing.

Large 0-200m;

Small 300m-600m or B00m depending on type.
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| Tlps on Almlngj

1.

Relax, hold steady and check that back stop and area behind target is
safe.

2. Keep firearm level and don't tilt it sideways.

3, Keep tip of front sight in center of rear sight aperture.

4,

A. For Bull’s Eye target shooting, most shooters adopt 6 o'clock hold on

Focus on tip of front sight, not on target.

the black, and adjust the rear sight until groups of rounds fired are
centered on the center of the bull's eye.

. For Hunting, prepare your rifle at the shooting range as you did for

Bull's Eye, but adjust rear sight until groups of rounds fired are
centered on the bottom of the Bull's Eye. This should make the point ot
impact the same as your point of aim.

. Some people prefer to aim at the center of the bull’s eye so that the

firearm is set for either Bull's Eye or Hunting, On the other hand, some
shooters find it difficult to see the tip of the front sight against the black
of the bull's eye and that is why we recommend the 6 o'clock hold in A
and B,
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A

For Bull's Eye

B.

For Hunting

C. For Both
FIGURE 5 —
SIGHT PICTURES

{what to look for when
you logk through the
rapr alght)

Try these methods and settle on the one that suits you. Also, remember
that accuracy is only good at the range set. For a target at a different
range, elevation adjustment may be necessary. @



FORWARD ASSIST

The forward assist allows you to help the bolt to Jock into the barrei, but it
will only be useful on rare occasions when the boit fails to lock
automatically. When you must use the forward assist, it is usually time
you cleaned your rifle paying particular attention to the cleanliness of the
chamber and bolt.

CAUTION: ALWAYS CHECK THAT AMMUNITION IS CLEAN AND
UNDAMAGED BEFORE USING THE FORWARD ASSIST. Forclng dam-
aged ammunltlon into the chamber could damage your rifle and could
result in injury, death or damage to property.

| To Load a Magazine: |

1. CAUTION: READ SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS (Section 3).

2. Use only ammunition recommended inside front cover of this
instruction manual as suitable for your firearm. Examine the ammunition,
particularly on and around the primer. Look for dents, scratches, and
other signs of damage. Do not load damaged ammunition. Also see
“"Ammunition Selection™, p. 18.
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3. With short-end of the magazine
facing forward, place a round \
between the lips of the magazine
with the bullet forward. Press the
round down until it is held by the
magazine lips. Place next round
on top of previous round and

repeat until desired number is FIGURE 6 —
loaded. (See Figure 8.) LOADING THE MAGAZINE

Note: The 223 Rem {5.56mm) and 7.62x39 caliber magazines are fitted
with a spacer to limit their capacity to 5 rounds, This spacer is not
removable because the base plate is riveted in place.

CAUTION: TO MINIMIZE RISK OF UNINTENTIONAL DAMAGE, LOAD
LIVE AMMUNITION INTO YOUR FIREARM ONLY WHEN YOU ARE
ABOUT TO SHOOT.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU



| To Load the Sporter: |

1. CAUTION: READ SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS (Sectlon 3) — KEEP
YOUR FIREARM POINTING IN SAFE DIRECTION AND DO NOT TOUCH
THE TRIGGER.

2. Remove empty magazine by depressing magazine catch (Sese
Figure 1) which is located on right of lower receiver, and extracting
magazine from magazine well.

3. Press in on bottom of

thumb piece of bolt catch  Bout
CATCH

- a

while grasping and pulling — %—

back on the charging o a0

handle, to cock the hammer 0w P

and leave bolt and carrier SELECTOR

latched open to the rear. == \ LEVER

(See Figure 7.) \ &R\ [oLTe Ao anp

SELECTOR LEVER

CAUTION: THE BOLT AND CARRIER BEING LATCHED OPEN I$ NOT
A SAFE CONDITION WHEN A LOADED MAGAZINE IS INSTALLED.
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4. Return charging handle fully forward until it locks and remove finger
from bolt catch.

3. Set selector lever {located on left of lower receiver) to “SAFE™: this will
lock the trigger.

6. With bullet points forward, insert the loaded magazine into magazine
well and push it home until it stops and is locked by magazine catch.

7. Keeping fingers away from ejection port and muzzle pointing in a: safe
direction press in on the top of the thumb piece of the bolt catch. This will
release the bolt and carrier to move forward and feed a round from the
magazine into the chamber. THE FIREARM IS NOW LOADED WITH A
ROUND IN THE CHAMBER AND THE HAMMER IS COCKED.

8. You may now close ejection port dust cover if you wish; it is located on
right of upper receiver and will open automatically when the first round is
fired.

CAUTION: NEVER LEAVE YOUR FIREARM COCKED AND LOCKED,
READY TO FIRE WITHOUT SELECTOR LEVER BEING SET TO SAFE,
as this Is the fire condltlon and Is extremely dangerous; tirearm could
easlly be accidentally discharged, causing Injury, death or damage
to property.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU : @



WARNING: THIS.FIREARM'MAY;DISCHARGE ACCIDENTALLY WHEN
A ‘ROUND .iS”FED/INTO THE: CHAMBER, IF IT IS DROPPED OR
RECEIVES A:BLOW-TO.THE. MUZZLE-OR;FRONT OF THE:GUN; (Thls
can-occur, regardless of.the position 'of the: hammer or any.of the
varjous safety-devices:)-Therefore, extra care'and strict adherence
[ the‘gun user is mandatory for minimizing the

to these insiructions by.
rlsﬂk‘qi'_jagclqents'_._“."-____j'_ T

UNLOADING

CAUTION: ALWAYS UNLOAD YOUR FIREARM IMMEDIATELY AFTER
USE AND PRIOR TO CLEANING AND STORAGE TO MINIMIZE THE RISK
OF ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE.

To Unload:

1. CAUTION: READ SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS. KEEP YOUR FIREARM
POINTING IN A SAFE DIRECTION. DO NOT TOUCH TRIGGER AND
KEEP HANDS AWAY FROM EJECTION PORT.

2. Set selector lever to "SAFE."

@ SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU



3. Press magazine catch and remove magazine.

4. Pull charging handle to rear and push in lower portion of bolt catch. If a
round had been in the chamber it should have been ejected, If last round
had been fired, bolt and carrier should already be held to rear provided
magazine was in place.

5. LOOKINTO CHAMBER THROUGH EJECTION PORT TO ENSURE
CHAMBER IS EMPTY.

6. When magazine is removed and chamber is empty, push top portion of
bolt catch to allow bolt and carrier to return forward.

7. Remove remaining live rounds by sliding them forward out of the
magazine.

8. Collect live ammunition {or safe storage and spent cartridge cases for
disposal.

Before firing your Colt Sporter, practice your stance, aim, rhythm and
breathing for steady airm with your firearm UNLOADED. Practice firing on
a range before going hunting or using your firearm for any other type of
shooting.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU @



[ CAUTIONS: | .

1. ALWAYS WEAR AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO WEAR EAR
PROTECTION WHEN SHOOTING, especlally on a range. Without ear
protection, the noise from your firearm and other guns close to you,
could leave a "ringlng" in your ears for some time after firing, while
the cumulative long term effect could be permanent hearing loss.

2. ALWAYS WEAR AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO WEAR
PROTECTIVE SHOOTING GLASSES. Flying particles could damage
eyes and cause biindness; but protective shooting glasses should
prevent such injury.

1. CAUTION: READ SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS IN SECTION 3. KEEP
YOUR FIREARM POINTING IN SAFE DIRECTION. DO NOT TOUCH
TRIGGER AND KEEP HANDS AWAY FROM EJECTION PORT.

2. Load firearm as previously described.
3. Set rear sight to range required.

4. Grasp firearm with one hand on handguard and other hand on pistol
grip with index finger resting along outside of trigger guard. Raise firearm
and pull buttstock firmly into shoulder.
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5. Aim by aligning target with front and rear sights.
(See "Tips on Aiming" and Figure 5.)

6. Move selector lever to “"FIRE."

7. Keeping steady aim, place index finger on trigger and squeeze gently
until trigger releases hammer. Don't jerk the trigger as you will disturb
your aim and spoil your accuracy. To fire the second and subsequent
rounds, all that is necessary is to release the trigger and sgueeze it again
after every shot until you have completed firing or emptied the magazine.
8. THIS IS A SEMIAUTOMATIC FIREARM AND IS IMMEDIATELY
LOADED AND READY TO FIRE AGAIN AFTER EACH SHOT UNTIL THE
MAGAZINE IS EMPTY.,

Note: This rifle can also be fired without a magazine in place.

9. Release trigger, remove finger from trigger, and set selector lever to
“SAFE." If you have fired the last round from magazine, the bolt will be
held to the rear so that the firearm can quickly be reloaded by replacing
the magazine, or the chamber can be inspected to insure it is empty.

CAUTION: IF YOUR FIREARM FAILS TO FIRE, HOLD IT, KEEPING IT
POINTED TOWARDS THE TARGET AND WAIT 30 SECONDS. If a
hangfire (slow ignltlon} has occurred, round will flre within 30
seconds. If round does not fire, remove magazine, eject round and
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examine primer. If firing pin indent on primer is light, misaligned or
nonexistent, have your firearm examined by a competent gunsmith.
If firing pin Indent on primer appears normal (in comparison with
previously flred rounds) assume faulty ammunition; segregate
misflred round from other lilve ammunition and empty cases; reload
and carry on flring.

Note 1: It is norma! for a light firing pin indent to appear on cartridges
which have been fed into the chamber of a Sporter, but not fired.

Note 2: Dispose of misfired rounds in accordance with the ammunition
manufacturer’s instructions.

11. CAUTION: KEEP YOUR FIREARM POINTING IN A SAFE
DIRECTION. UNLOAD as previously described.

IMPORTANT: If you load your firearm but do not fire it, keep selector
lever set to "SAFE" until ready to fire. If you lose the opportunity to fire,
unload as previously described.

CAUTION: NEVER LEAVE YOUR FIREARM COCKED READY TO FIRE
WITHOUT SELECTOR LEVER SET TO “SAFE" as thls Is the fire
condition and Is extremely dangerous. Your firearm could easily be
accldentally discharged, causing injury, death, or damage to
property.

SAFETY DEPENDS CN YOU



SECTION 5 MAINTENANCE

Although your Colt Sporter has been developed from a line of ruggedly
reliable Colt firearms, it, like any other precision mechanism, will

perform better, last longer and remain safer when it is properly
maintained. Follow the instructions in this section to keep your firearm in
good condition.

CAUTIONS:

1. ENSURE THAT MAGAZINE IS REMOVED AND THE FIREARM IS NOT
LOADED SO THAT IT CANNOT FIRE.

2. WEAR SAFETY GLASSES IN CASE YOU LOSE CONTROL OF SOME
SPRING LOADED COMPONENT WHICH COULD INJURE YOUR EYES.

STRIPPING FOR CLEANING

IMPORTANT: To prevent loss of small components during stripping and
cleaning, lay them out in an orderly fashion.

1. Read safety instructions in Section 3 and CAUTIONS above.

2. Press take down pin in from left of lower receiver and pull pin out on
right of receiver until it comes to a positive stop.

SAFETY DEPENDS ON YOU @



©)

- 4 )
RECEIVER = I D[
o PIVOT
© o SCREW
LOWER
TAKEDOWN PIN ™~ RECEIVER

FIGURE & — RECEIYERS SEPARATED

3. Pivot lower receiver down and away from upper receiver.

4. If required for more convenience, remove pivot screw from front of
receivers, and completely separate receivers, {See Figure 8.)
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CHARGING

ASSEMBLY
FIGURE 8 — REMOVE BOLT CARHIER ASSEMBLY

3. Pull charging handle to rear and remove bolt carrier assembly. {See
Figure 9.)

6. Remove charging handle by pulling it backwards to keyway and down
out of the upper receiver.
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KEY

CAM PIN

FIRING PIN BOLT RINGS

RETAINING PIN
XTRACTOR PIN
EXHAUST PORTS EXTRACTOR P

(OTHER SIDE) BOLT
aunnmmumminniney e -'L' ;
EXTRACTOR SPRING /
WITH AUBBER INSERT
BOLT CARRIER
EXTRACTOR BOLT
FIRING PIN LOCKING

LUGS

FIGURE 10 — BOLT CARRIER ASSEMBLY — SPORTER
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7. Push in firing pin retaining pin from right to left of bolt carrier and
remove pin by pulling it out to the left. {See Figure 10.}

8. Tilt bolt face up and remove firing pin.

9. Push bolt in towards the carrier until bolt rotates and comes to a stop,
then turn bolt cam pin through 90° (i.e., at right angles to its normal
position).

10. Remove cam pin by lifting it out away from bolt and bolt carrier.

11. Pull bolt forward out of bolt carrier.

IMPORTANT: Before removing extractor pin, be prepared to prevent
movement of extractor spring. Do not attempt to remove the ejector
retaining pin which is smaller and nearer the front of the bolt.

12. Press extractor pin in on right of bolt and puli pin out on left of bolt,
then remove extractor from bolt,
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13. Handguard Removal. Pull back on handguard slip-ring until it is
clear of both sections of handguards and remove them. {See Figure 11.)
Note: This item is not necessary unless dirt has accumulated in or
around the handguards.

HANDGUARD
SLIPRAING

FIGURE 11 — HANDGUARD REMOVAL

14, Depress buifer, maintaining pressure as buffer is under spring
tension, to prevent it from being ejected when buffer retainer is
depressed. Depress buffer retainer to permit buffer and action spring to
move forward. {See Figure 12.) Then depress the hammer to allow the
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action spring and buffer assembly to conlinue to move forward ang be
completely removed from the receiver extension {See Figure 13.)

BUFFER RETAINER

BUFFER

" FIGURE 12 — FIGURE 13 —
BUFFER RETAINER DEPRESSED BUFFER AND ACTIONS SPRING
TO START BUFFER REMOVAL REMOYED

IMPORTANT: Do not strip your firearm further than previousty described.
If additional maintenance is required, see "Service and Repair” later in
this instruction manual. Reassemble your firearm by reversing the
stripping procedure already described, i.e., 14 through 1, and ensure that

the cam pin is properly installed,
CAUTION: IF YOU ATTEMPT TO FIRE WITHOUT THE CAM PIN
INSTALLED, DAMAGE OR INJURY MAY RESULT.
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